Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 078358 
ORIGIN 10-14 
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SUBJECT:MULTILATERAL AEEAIRS: TALKING POINTS ON 
DISARMAMENT, ETC. 

REF: ANTANANARIVO 489 

1 . DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES THE HELPEUL REPORT OP DRM 

VIEWS ON THE 32ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND SELECTED MULTILATERAL 
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ISSUES. WE WERE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN HENRI 
RAZAFINDRATOVO'S STATEMENT THAT SUCCESS IN ESTABLISHING 
THE POSITION OP UN HIGH COMMISSIONER POR HUMAN RIGHTS MIGHT 
DEPEND UPON PRIOR CHOICE OP THE INCUMBENT AND THAT THE 
SELECTION OP SOMEONE PROM THE THIRD WORLD OR A NEUTRAL 
COUNTRY, SUCH AS AUSTRIA OR SWITZERLAND, COULD SWING 
ENOUGH NOTES TO PUT OVER THE MEASURE. AS MADAGASCAR HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN LUKEWARM TO US AND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS 
INITIATIVES IN THE UN, AND VOTED AT THE 32ND GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY POR DEFERRAL OP THE COSTA RICAN RESOLUTION ON THE 
HIGH COMMISSIONER, WE WONDER WHETHER DRM IS MORE RECEPTIVE 
TO THE IDEA THAN HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN APPARENT AND WHETHER 
DRM HAS DISCUSSED POSSIBLE INCUMBENTS WITH ANY OTHER 
COUNTRIES. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THE PROBLEM FACING PROPONENTS 
OP THE HIGH COMMISSIONER POSITION IS AS SIMPLE AS 
RAZAFINDRATOVO MAKES IT, BUT PURTHER DRM VIEWS ON THE 

SUBJECT WOULD BE WELCOME. CONTRARY TO REPTEL, US AND 
WEOS HAVE AS YET NO PREPERENCE AS TO GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN OF 
FIRST HIGH COMMISSIONER. IP EMBASSY PERCEIVES NO 
OBJECTION, WE SUGGEST A DISCREET FOLLOW-UP WITH 
RAZAFINDRATOVO. 

2. FOLLOWING ARE TALKING POINTS ON US OBJECTIVES AT THE 
SSOD, POR USE IN EXCHANGES WITH DRM CONTACTS. SHOULD THE 
EMBASSY DECIDE TO LEAVE THE TALKING POINTS IN WRITTEN 
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PORM WITH THE DRM, IT SHOULD INDICATE THAT THEY ARE 
INPORMAL AND NOT INTENDED AS A DEPINITIVE OR COMPREHENSIVE 
STATEMENT OF US VIEWS ON THE SUBJECT. 

3. DECLARATION ON DISARMAMENT 

- THE DECLARATION SHOULD BE A BRIEF, RINGING CALL TO 
ACTION. IT SHOULD CONSIST OF A FACTUAL REVIEW OP THE 
PRESENT SITUATION COMPLETE WITH ITS DANGERS. IT SHOULD 
OUTLINE BROAD GOALS AND PRIORITIES. IT SHOULD ARTICULATE 
THOSE PRINCIPLES OP DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONS ON WHICH 
THERE IS FUNDAMENTAL AGREEMENT. 

4. PROGRAM OP ACTION 

- THERE IS NOW NO AGREEMENT ON THE BASIC APPROACH OP THE 
PROGRAM OP ACTION. THE U.S. BELIEVES IT SHOULD BE A 
SHORT-TERM PROGRAM (UP TO PIVE YEARS) OP THE MOST URGENT 
STEPS NECESSARY TO HALT AND THEN REVERSE THE ARMS RACE. 

THE U.S. DOES NOT BELIEVE SSOD CAN OR SHOULD ATTEMPT 
DETAILED NEGOTIATION OP SPECIPIC MEASURES. 
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- THE U.S. ACCEPTS THE OVERALL PRIORITY OP PROGRESS IN 
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT. WE STRONGLY BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT 
THE PROGRAM MUST ALSO INCLUDE STEPS TO HALT THE 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS RACE, BOTH AMONG THE DEVELOPED AND THE 
DEVELOPING NATIONS, AND TO PREVENT PURTHER PROLIPERATION 
OP NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND OTHER NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVE DEVICES. 

5. MACHINERY POR DISARMAMENT 

- THE U.S. BELIEVES CHANGES CAN BE MADE TO IMPROVE 
MULTILATERAL MACHINERY POR DISARMAMENT WITHIN THE UN 
SYSTEM. AT THE SAME TIME, THE U.S. STRONGLY BELIEVES 

THAT THERE MUST BE A CONTINUING AND EXPERIENCED NEGOTIATING 
BODY, WITH A LARGELY FIXED MEMBERSHIP INCLUDING THE 
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MILITARILY SIGNIFICANT STATES. IT MUST OPERATE ON THE 
BASIS OP CONSENSUS. 

- IF THE INTEGRITY OP SUCH A NEGOTIATING BODY IS 

UNDERMINED WE BELIEVE THE REAL, SUBSTANTIVE 

DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONSWILL BE PORCED OUT INTO LESS 
REPRESENTATIVE, AD HOC BODIES WHERE TRUE NEGOTIATIONS, 
INVOLVING COMPROMISE AND CONSENSUS, CAN TAKE PLACE. 

VANCE 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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